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PREFACE

The NOAA Natural Disaster Survey Team that investigated the Plainview,
Texas Tornado of Sunday, April 15, 1973 consisted of Jack A. Riley,
Chief, Meteorological Services Division and Harold §S. McCrabb, Service
. Operations Evaluation Meteorologist, of the National Weather Service
Southern Region. The team travelled by automobile to Lubbock, Texas on
Tuesday morning, April 17, 1973 and discussed the tornado event with
Young T. Sloan, MIC, and Lewis C. Norton, PA, and other members of the
Lubbock WSFO staff.

That afternoon the team accompanied MIC Sloan to Plainview and attended
church funeral services for Mr. David C. Bryant, volunteer storm spotter,
who was fatally injured by the tornado. A prearranged meeting with

Mr. John D. Ballew, director of public safety and head of the city's
civil defense program, was then held at the Plainview's Emergency Operating
Center in the basement of the City Hall. The tornado, its path, and the
storm's impact were discussed with Mr. Ballew. A tour was taken of the
Emergency Operations Center, and its operation during the early morning
hours of Sunday, April 15, 1973 when the tornado struck the western and
northern portions of Plainview was described. Then, after a visit to

the Plainview Daily Herald, a tour was taken of the tornado damage area.
Late that afternoon a return trip was made to Lubbock; and at the WSFO,
findings and recommendations were discussed; and plans were made to
accomplish this report.

The survey team is indebted to many people for their contributions to
this report. A special word of thanks is extended to the National Weather
Service staff at WSFO, Lubbock for their cooperation and assistance.
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Tornadoes are no stranger to the inhabitants of Hale County in Northwest
Texas; and NOAA's National Weather Service forecasts, warnings, state-
ments,. and radar information are given widespread dissemination by all of

. the mass news disseminators. The public in this area appreciates and

expects this service as an aid in their planning and seeking shelter
against severe storms. In the last twenty years there have been approxi-
mately twenty tornadoes. Plainview, the county seat of Hale County, was
struck by a tornado three years ago on April 17, 1970, causing extensive
damage through the middle of town. It was not unusual, therefore, that
shortly after 3 a.m. CST on Sunday, April 15, 1973, the Plainview police
dispatcher monitoring the West Texas NOAA Weather Wire Service (NWWS)
called the director of public safety and head of the city's civil defense
program about reports of severe weather, and warning and watches issued by
the National Weather Service. The highly efficient and excellently com-
munication equipped Emergency Operations Center (EOC) was quickly activated
and deployed its storm spotters about the city. Spotter reports to the

EOC caused the tornado sirens to be sounded between 3:55 a.m, and 4:10 a.m.
CST. One of these reports was from Mr. David Bryant, 30-year old news
editor of the local newspaper, active member and former president of the
Radio Emergency Associated Citizens Team (REACT) organization, an important
part of the storm spotter network for Plainview. Mr. Bryant had assumed
his spotter post and reported into the EOC by Citizens Band Radio as his

car was being lifted by the tornado moments before he was killed as his

vehicle was smashed into a field off the highway. A child, age 2, was also
killed as he was being carried by his father to a shelter. The tornado
struck two affluent residential areas on the west and northwest sides of
town.

Findings

1. Advanced preparedness planning for alerting public safety officials and
news media to the development of severe local storms and tornadoes proved
very effective. The Plainview Emergency Operations Center was activated
promptly, storm spotters were quickly deployed, and sirens were sounded as
reports of tornadoes were radioed to the Emergency Operations Center by the
spotters.

2. NSSFC issued Tornado Watch Bulletin Number 118, and the NOAA Weather Wire
State Relay Center in Fort Worth appended a redefining statement specifically
listing Hale County and transmitted them on the NWWS an hour in advance of
the Plainview Tornado.

3. The operation of NOAA's National Weather Service was effective in warning
the public safety officials and the public and keeping them informed of im-
pending severe weather because the responsible National Weather Service
Offices had the means - radar, excellent communications, and action plans -
and the professional competence to act promptly and responsibly on recog-
nizing a developing hazardous situation. The staffs exercised skill and
judgment in their warnings and statements. Although there were no Tornado



Warnings issued because of no tornado reports nor signature radar echoes,

a Severe Thunderstorm Warning for Hale County was issued 45 minutes prior

to the tornado, and an update warning issued 15 minutes later restated

that Hale County continued under a Tornmado Watch., The radar summaries

and statements issued by WSFO, Lubbock and also by the WSR-57 radar offices,
¢ ] . W50, Amarillo and WSO, Midland were also very timely and informative. All
SNER of these releases were issued on NOAA Weather Wire.

4. NOAA Weather Wire Service (NWWS) provided timely hard copy of watches,
warnings, radar summaries, and informative gtatements issued by NOAA's
National Weather Service Offices to the Plainview Emergency Operations
Center and also to nighttime radio stations in Amarillo and Lubbock. Radio
Station KVOP in Plainview which closed at midnight, reopened at 3:55 a.m.
CST and broadcast the watches, warnings, and statements received on NWWS.

5. The Plainview Emergency Operations Center is one of the best equipped
and organized units in the nation for a city the size of Plainview.

6. Probably for the first time in history a storm spotter was killed by a
tornado as he manned his post.

7. Both of the deaths from the tornado occurred outdoors. Experience shows
that flying or falling debris is one of the biggest killers resulting from
tornadoes. The Plainview director of public safety and head of the city's
civil defense program questions the wisdom of sounding sirens which caused
some people to go outside. The solution to this problem, however, is better
information about seeking protection. Numerous reports indicate last minute
actions to go to a basement or dive under the protection of a bed or table
saved many lives and reduced the number of injuries. The great benefit of
taking protection, even at the last moment, under sturdy cover is often
overlooked or minimized.

Recommendations

1. NOAA's National Weather Service should continue to vigorously support
. and assist in preparing community preparedness plans.

2. In preparedness meetings the danger of going outdoors in advance or during
a storm should be emphasized and the value of seeking last minute cover under
sturdy protection, inside if the storm is hitting, should be given prominant
attention.

3. NOAA's National Weather Service should continue to encourage additional
news media to participate in the NOAA Weather Wire Service.

4. Whenever feasible, storm spotters should be stationed in a protected area.
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CHAPTER I.
DESCRIPTION OF THE PLAINVIEW TORNADO AND ITS IMPACT

Plainview, Texas with a population of about 20,000 people is located on the
high plains of northwestern Texas in Hale County, about 40 miles north of
"Lubbock and 60 miles south of Amarillo. The city is located on level, fertile,
sandy loam soil. Hale County is among the leading counties in total farm
income, crop income, production of cotton, soybeans, grain, sorghums and
irrigation. There is also extensive cattle feeding. Plainview is the county
seat with numerous agribusinesses, including large meat packing plant,
tannery, pork producers, and irrigation equipment manufacturers.

This area of Texas is tornado experienced. For the period 1951-1971, Hale
County has received over 20 tornadoes. On April 17, 1970, almost three
years to the date of this tornado, a tornado struck through the middle of
Plainview causing extensive damage to at least 121 blocks, mainly to busi-
nesses and a low valued residential area on the northeast side of Plainview.
The damage was estimated about $5 million. A NOAA Disaster Survey Team from
the National Weather Service Southern Region investigated that storm and
talked to Mr. David Bryant of the Plainview Daily Herald who was a storm
spotter also at that time and who was killed in this 1973 tornado.

The tornado of Sunday, April 15, 1973 struck Plainview at 4:15 a.m. CST and
left 2 persons dead, 21 injured, and about $1.5 million damage - mostly to
homes. This damage estimate was made by Mr. Walter Dodson, Tax Assessor.

Some estimates were as high as $4 million. In addition to Mr. Bryant, age 30,
wlo was killed in his car as he manned his spotter post, was Kevin Lewellen,
age 2, killed as he was struck on the head by falling bricks as his father
carried him between tgy houses, on the way to a shelter. The dead infant's
mother received a broken shoulder.

A survey team from Texas Tech University's Department of Civil and Mechanical
Engineering (C&ME) made an aerial survey of the tornado's path and determined

it probably was on the ground for 8 miles. The first four to four and a half
miles were over nothing but plowed fields. The tornado then struck the

western and northern edges of Plainview for another two to three miles, head-
ing back into the clouds about 2 miles north of town after hitting Jimmy

Dean's Sausage Plant north of town. The path was from 220 degrees and averaged
about 600 feet wide. Radar indicated the tornado moved about 35 mph. On the
Fujita-Pearson Tornado Scale, FPP, the storm is classed as 323: F3(158-206 mph),
P2(3.2-9.9 miles long), P3(176-556 yards wide).

The main destruction was to two areas of homes, Westridge and Edgemere, the
more expensive residential sections of Plainview. Most of these homes are of
brick veneer valued at $30-80 thousand in Westridge and $20-30 thousand in
Edgemere. About 40 of these homes were destroyed or heavily damaged. Most
of the major damage was from loss of roof structure§ but many walls also were



in shambles. Some of the homes were of two stories, and some of them had
basements. Entire roof sections ripped off and crashed into other homes.
There was an account of a board 10 inches by 6 inches and about 18 feet
long piercing an exterior wall in a home goirg through the brick and wood-
stud wall and continuing on through the headboard of the resident's bed

" before becoming embedded in the dresser in the room. The residents were
on their way for shelter when the tornado hit.

The storm likely will not be declared a public disaster, since most losses
are private. The only public facility receiving damages was the city's
Canadian River water treatment plant with losses estimated between $10,000
and $20,000. The Jimmy Dean Packing Company suffered about $500,000 in
damages to the main structure. Demolished were a Ryder truck maintenance
warehouse and Hancock Laboratories, both located on the Jimmy Dean property.




CHAPTER II.
SUMMARY OF WARNING SERVICES

On Saturday afternoon and evening of April 14, 1973, several severe weather
watches and warnings were issued for portions of Northwest Texas as tornadoes
‘and other severe storms prowled the area. At 5:30 p.m. CST, a tornado
touched down at Washburn, just east of Amarillo, and was accompanied by 1 to
3 inch diameter hail, causing $30,000 damage and injury to 3 persons. By
midnight, however, storm activity had mostly dissipated or was moving into
Oklahoma.

Shortly after 2 a.m. CST, thunderstorms were detected in southeastern New
Mexico and adjacent Texas areas. At 2:15 a.m. CST, WSO, Midland called WSFO,
Lubbock with information that the WSR-57 Radar indicated rapidly developing
thunderstorms in the Brownfield-Seminole area. After turning on its WSR-1
local use radar, WSFO, Lubbock issued a Severe Thunderstorm Warning at 2:30
a.m. CST, valid until 4:00 a.m. CST for Yoakum and Gaines counties, based on
radar indications. At 2:50 a.m. CST, WSFO, Lubbock issued a Severe Thunder-
storm Warning for persons in Yoakum, Gaines, Terry and Hockley counties,

valid until 4:00 a.m. CST. A line of severe thunderstorms was indicated by
radar 10 miles south of Littlefield to 20 miles north of Seminole. The
thunderstorms were moving eastward 40 mph. Hockley County adjoins Hale County
in which Plainview is located on the southwest. Littlefield is about 40 miles
southwest of Plainview. From 2:15 a.m. CST to 3:10 a.m. CST, WSO, Midland
issued several warnings for its county warning area, south of the Lubbock area.

At 3:10 a.m. CST, TORNADO WATCH NUMBER 118 was issued for a large portion of
western Texas, effective from 4:00 a.m. CST until 10:00 a.m. CST. Appended

to the watch by the NOAA Weather Wire State Relay Center at WSFO, Fort Worth
was the areal outline which specifically listed Hale County.

At 3:30 a.m. CST, a Severe Thunderstorm Warning, effective until 4:30 a.m. CST
was issued by WSFO, Lubbock specifically for Hale County. A line of severe
thunderstorms was indicated by radar from 10 miles southeast to 10 miles east
of Littlefield, moving northeastward at 30 mph.

At 3:45 a.m. CST, WSFO, Lubbock issued a Severe Thunderstorm Warning, valid
until 6:00 a.m. CST for persons in Lubbock County and extended the warning

for Terry, Hockley and Hale counties until 6 a.m. CST. A line of thunder-
storms was indicated by radar from Seagraves to 10 miles west of Plainview

at 3:30 a.m. CST. The radar indicated the development of a line echo wave
pattern. The line of thunderstorms was moving eastward 10 mph, and individual
thunderstorms were moving northeastward 40 mph. The warning also stated that
a Tornado Watch was in effect also for these counties.

At 4:15 a.m. CST, WSFO, Lubbock issued a Severe Weather Statement stating that
a line of heavy thunderstorms at 4:10 a.m. CST was located from 10 miles north



of Plainview to the western edge of Lubbock to 10 miles north of Brownfield,
Several reports of heavy rain and small hail were reported in the western
portion of Lubbock, and one report of golf ball size hail was received from
the southern edge of Lubbock.

At 4:35 a.m. CST, a TORNADO WARNING was issued by WSFO, Lubbock, effective
until 5:15 a.m. CST for persons in the northeastern portion of Hale County.
The police in Plainview reported a tornado in Plainview at 4:25 a,m. CST.
The time of the Plainview tornado later was determined to have occurred at
4:15 a.m. CST.

The NOAA-Environmental Research Laboratories Tornado Detection Device was in
operation during the Plainview tornado. Despite the presence of severe
thunderstorms with tops above 40 thousand feet, the tornado detector had not
indicated any significant electromagnetic radiation up to 3:45 a.m. CST. By
about 4:00 a.m. CST the maximum burst rate for longer range (30 miles) and
the lowest burst rate for short range (15 mileg) were being indicated. The
lights did remain on for approximately 30 minutes., The step up on the initial
phase was much more rapid than the step down on the decreasing phase. The
recorder trace did show two brief periods when the green light (second lowest
burst rate) was lit for short range. This latter feature was not visually
observed.

At 3:55 a.m. CST, radar indicated very strong echoes near Carlisle, 10 miles
west-southwest of the Lubbock Airport. This area was near the north end

of the LEWP pattern. At 4:07 a.m. CST, a strong, almost doughnut-shaped,
echo return was noted near the forward end of the LEWP bend pattern. Between
4:10 and 4:15 a.m. CST large hail and fierce wind howl were reported in
southwest Lubbock.

At 4:33 a.m. CST the initial report of the Plainview Tornado was received by
WSFO, Lubbock from WSO, Amarillo.
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BULLETIN
TORNADO WATCH NUMBER 118
. ISSUED 310 AM CST APRIL 1% 1973

Acsss THE NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE HAS ISSUED A TORNADO WATCCH FOR..,.
A LARGE PORTION OF WESTERN TEXAS | |

THE THREAT OF TORNADOES AND SEVERE THUNDERSTORMS WITH LARGE HAIL
AND DAMAGING WINDS WILL EXIST IN THESE AREAS FROM
4 AM CST UNTIL 10 AM CST THIS SUNDAY MORNING., -

THE GREATEST THREAT OF TORNADOES AND SEVERE THUNDERSTORMS IS IN
AN AREA ALONG AND 70 MILES.,.,, &0 NAUTICAL...EITHER SIDE OF A LINE
FROM 60 MILES 50 NAUTICAL WEST OF DEL RIO TEXAS TO 35 MILES 30
NAUTICAL NORTH OF LUBBOCK TEXAS. _

PERSONS IN OR CLOSE TO THE TORNADO WATCH AREA ARE ADVISED TO BEON
THE WATCH FOR LOCAL WEATHER DEVELOPMENTS AND FOR LATER
STATEMENTS AND WARNINGS.

AREAL OUTLINE OF TORNADO WATCH BULLETIN NUMBER 118

FoRo oo TEXAS,. ([ X)

ISSUED 3310 AM CST APRIL 15 1973 o

ggR:%Dg WATCH BULLETIN NUMBER 118 INCLUDES THE FOLLOWING
UNTIES

NORTHWESTERN TEXAS ' :

ANDREWS = BAILEY BORDEN c CROSBY DAWSON: DICKENS

FLOYD ' GAINES GARZA (thLE ~HOCKLEY  HOWARD KENT LAMB

#gBBOCK LYNN  MARTIN “-MITCHELL MOTLEY SCURRY  TERRY
AKUM ' , ‘

SOUTHWESTERN TEXAS . :
BREWSTER COKE CRANE CROCKETT ECTOR  GLASSCOCK IRION
MIDLAND "PECOS REAGAN SCHLEICHER  STERLING SUTTON
TERRELL TOM GREEN UPTON WARD  WINKLER

SOUTH CENTRAL TEXAS
VAL VERDE '



TEXAS

TORNADO WATCGH BULLETIN NUMBFR 118
ISSUED 3:10 AM CST APRIL 15 1973
VALID L:00 AM TO 10:00 AM, CST
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SEVERE THUNDERSTORM WARNING

EASN REQUESTED :
NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE FORECAST OFFICE LUBBOCK TEXAS
ISSUED 0230 AM CST APRIL 15 1973

A SEVERE THUNDERSTORM WARNING IS IN EFFECT UNTIL 4 AM CST
FOR PERSONS IN YOAKUM AND GAINES COUNTY TEXAS

A LINE OF SEVERE THUNDERSTORMS WAS INDICATED BY RADAR 15 MILES
WEST NORTH WEST OF SEMINOLE TEXAS AT 220 AM CST. THE SEVERE
THUNDERSTORM IS MOVIING TOWARD THE NORTH NORTH EAST AT 25 MPH.
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SEVERE THUNDERSTORM WARNING
Ll b ISSUED 2:30 AM CST APRIL 15 1973
VALID UNTIL L;:00 AM CST
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BULLETIN
SEVERE THUNDERSTORM WARNING

NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE FORECAST OFFICE LUBBOCK TEXAS
ISSUED 330 AM CST SUNDAY APRIL 15 1973 :

A SE HUNDERSTORM WARNING IS IN EFFECT TIL 430 AM CST FOR PERSONS
I@UITY OF TEXAS. ‘

: '
A L'NYE SEVERE THUNDERSTORMS WAS INDICATED BY RADAR FROM 10 SOUTHEAS
OF LITTLEFIELD TO 10 EAST OF LITTLEFIELD AT 315 AM CST. THE LINE IS
MOVING TOWARD THE NORTHEAST AT 30 MPH. ‘ -
IF THREATENING CONDITIONS ARE SIGHTED. «« BE PREPARED TO MOVE TO A PLACE
OF SAFETY TO REPORT LARGE MAIL OR DAMAGING WINDS REPORT TO YOUR NEARE:

LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCY OR CONTACT THE LUBBOCK NATIONAL WEATHER
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BULLETN
SEVERE THUNDERSTORM WARNING ,

IMMEDIATE BROADCAST REQUESTED

NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE FORECAST OFFICE LUBBOCK TEXAS
ISSUED 345 AM CST SUNDAY APRIL 15 1973

A SEVERE THUNDERSTORM WARNING IS IN EFFECT UNTIL 6 AM CST FOR
o S IN LUBBOCK COUNTY TEXAS AND EXTENDED FOR TERRY HOCKLEY AND
\\ff;?fgyuurxss OF TEXAS UNTIL 6 AM CST.

A LINE OF THUNDERSTORMS WAS INDICATED BY RADAR FROM SEAGRAVES TO 10
WEST OF PLAINVIEW AT 330 AM CST. THE LINE OF THUNDERSTORMS 1S MOVING
. TOWARD THE EAST AT 10 MPH THOUGH INDIVIDUAL THUNDERSTORMS ARE MOVING

NORTHEASTWARD ABOUT 40 MPH. :
A TORNADO WATCH IS ALSO IN EFFECT FOR A LARGE PORTION OF WEST TEXAS
INCLUDING THE ABOVE COUNTIES UNTIL 10 AM THIS SUNDAY MORNING,

IF THREATENING CONDITIONS ARE SIGHTED...BE PREPARED TO MOVE TO A PLACE
OF SAFETY. TO REPORT LARGE HAIL OR DAMAGING WINDS... ASK THE NEAREST
LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCY TO RELAY YOUR REPORT TO THE NEAREST NATIONAL
WEATHER SERVICE OFFICE. '
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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
‘NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE

SOUTHERN REGION HEADQUARTERS

FORT WORTH, TEXAS 76102

TEXAS FORECAST ZONES
(Revised May 16, 1972)
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your home county is located and use its forecast

as your local forecast,

The typical forecast ZONE includes several counties.
over such an area usually are no more than those occurring across a metropolitan

area; other weather differences within a zone are usually little different.
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CHAPTER III.
PREPAREDNESS ACTIONS

The effectiveness of actions following the receipt of severe weather
watches and warnings depends on the preparations beforehand. Planning
for effective community - and individual - action in severe weather
situations is a major concern of NOAA National Weather Service Offices
throughout every tornado-prone area of the Nation.

For the seventeen-county warning area of the Lubbock Weather Service
Forecast Office, public education in tornado preparedness is a continuing
process. The educational process is designed to encourage the organiza-
tion of Community Warning Centers (where they are not already established),
to assure strong cooperative storm reporting networks, and to develop
networks where they do not exist, using fully the best available communi-
cation facilities. Help and encouragement in community preparedness
planning are furnished primarily through periodic and special visits and
meetings with the news media, NOAA Weather Wire subscribers, civic and
club groups, and public officials. More than a score of such efforts over
the three and a half months since the beginning of this year, 1973, have
been made by the Lubbock WSFO.

In Plainview, Texas watches and warnings are received and given further
distribution by an excellent Defense Civil Preparedness Agency (DCPA)
organization from an Emergency Operations Center (EOC) in the basement of
the City Hall. This EOC probably has some of the finest facilities of any
‘community of its size in the Nation. The EOC is a subscriber to the West
Texas NOAA Weather Wire Service (NWWS). The NWWS is monitored 24 hours a
day by a police dispatcher. Whenever a severe weather watch or severe
weather warning is issued for the area or threatening weather is reported,
the director of public safety and head of the city's civil defense pro-
gram, Mr. John D. Ballew is notified and the EOC is activated. This can
be accomplished in a matter of minutes by an alerting service, an FM radio
with a tone alert. On a console with an array of push buttons labelled
with letters, pushing of "G" and "H" will activate.the alerting device

to EOC personnel, pushing of "D" and "E" will activate the alerting devices
owned by the public, and pushing of "C", "D", "E", and "F" will notify
everyone with the device and in addition will sound the sirens. Six
sirens are located over the city.

The EOC has transmitter capability onthe fire department radio network,
police department network, Radio Station KVOP, Cable Television, Citizens
Band Radio, etc. When the EOC is activated the storm spotter network is
called into action. Primarily the storm spotter network comsists of
police department personnel, fire department personnel, and a Radio
Emergency Associated Citizens Team (REACT) organization. The president of
the REACT group is notified by the FM alerting system and he telephones
his group of spotters. The REACT spotters are equipped with Citizen



. Band radios which feed directly into the EOC. The REACT members have
preassigned spotter positions and are very diligent in spotting storms
and forwarding reports to the EOC.

On the morning of the tornado the EOC was activated shortly after 3 a.m.
CST. Mr. David Bryant, news editor for the Plainview Daily Herald,

former president of the Plainview REACT, was killed by the tornado as

he took his post as a volunteer storm spotter, part of the REACT group,

in Westridge on the western edge of Plainview. Mr. Bryant reported into
the EOC by Citizens Band Radio as his car was being lifted by the tornado.
Shortly before this report, two police officers on their way back into
Plainview from investigating an armed robbery reported the tornado as

they saw light transformers pPopping. They were injured when their vehicle
was caught by the storm; about 100 feet south of the spot,Mr. Bryant

was struck by the storm. Sirens were sounded sometime between 3:55 a.m.
and 4:10 a.m., CST. The siren goes through a cycle when sounded.

Mr. Ballew, the DCPA director, states the sirens were interrupted in

some areas when the power went off and completed the cycle when the power
came back on.



List of Preparedness Actions
by WSFO, Lubbock, Texas

The following preparedness actions were taken or promoted by WSFO,
Lubbock, Texas for the three and a half month period of 1973 up to
the day of the April 15, 1973 Plainview Tormnado:

January 3, 1973

PA Lewis C. Norton presented a talk at the Lubbock Fireman Training
Center on the activities of the National Weather Service in a severe
weather situation. This was a part of a training program for city
officials, firemen, police, and representatives of the news media.

February 27, 1973

MIC Young T. Sloan made a talk on preparedness to the American Legion
Ladies Auxiliary. About 75 pieces of "preparedness literature" were dis—
tributed.

March 13, 1973
Weather Service Torando Film shown to Civil Defense group at Amherst, Tex.
March 14, 1973

MIC Young T. Sloan and Leading Forecaster Alan G. Johnson took part in a
Civil Defense preparedness meeting at Lubbock EQC for the purpose of
coordinating activities of City officials and employees, news media, and
the National Weather Service in severe weather situations.

March 24, 1973

Tornado Film shown to Civil Defense group in Floydada, Texas - Mr. Richard
Thomas of Plainview.

March 26, 1973

Mr. Thomas showed Tornado Film to Civil Air Patrol group. (Mr. Thomas
distributed about 150 pieces of educational-type literature on severe
weather).

April 1, 1973

Léading Forecaster Alan Johnson of WSFO, Lubbock, Texas and two members of
the Lubbock Storm Club prepared for distribution tornado safety rules
tailored for the area. Through the cooperation of Lubbock Civil Defense,
these were distributed with City of Lubbock water bills., Abeut 50,000
copies were distributed.,



April 5, 1973

Held station meeting to discuss procedures and policies in the upcoming
severe weather season. This meeting was attended by all personnel except
the forecaster on the midnight shift and one other forecaster who was on
emergency leave,

April 9, 1973

PA Lewis C. Norton and Leading Forecaster Carl L. Peabody made talks on
severe weather preparedness at Olton, Texas, to a countywide Civil Defense
meeting., Trailer tie-down slides were included.

April 10, 1973

Tornado Film to Brownfield scout group.

April 12, 1973

Arrangements were made through Local Stoym Club for 3 local TV stations to
show National Weather Service Tornado Film.

Severe Storm Drills were conducted at the Weather Service Forecast Office
near the end of March. Approximately 28 drills were conducted on an
individual basis.



CHAPTER 1IV.
DISSEMINATION

The primary means of distributing warnings to Plainview, Texas is the

. West Texas NOAA Weather Wire Service (NWWS), Circuit 30 GT 7. This 75-
word per minute circuit is a National Weather Service sponsored circuit

for disseminating environmental information to mass news disseminators,
government agencies and public safety agencies. Circuit Control is by the
State Relay Center at WSFO, Fort Worth. Transmitters on the circuit are
WSFO, Fort Worth; WSFO, Lubbock; WSO, Amarillo; WSO, Midland; WSO, El1 Paso;
and WSO, San Angelo. The circuit is commonly known as the West Texas loop,
and numerous subscribers in West Texas have receiving equipment on the
circuit,

In Amarillo and Lubbock nearly all of the mass news media have drops on NWWS.
There are 10 subscribers in Amarillo and 12 subscribers in Lubbock. 1In
Plainview Radio Station KVOP and the City of Plainview Civil Defense are
listed as subscribers to NWWS. Radio Station KVOP normally closes from
midnight to 5:30 a.m. and all night on Sunday. It will stay on the air or
reopen for severe weather. On Saturday night, Aprdl 14, 1973, KVOP termi-
nated its broadcasting as usual but was back on the air at 3:55 a.m. CST
on Sunday morning, April 15, 1973 after being notified at 3:30 a.m. CST by
the Plainview Emergency Operations Center about severe weather. Several
residents of Plainview were quoted in the newspaper as hearing the warnings
on KVOP after being awakened by the sirens.

The other drop on NWWS in Plainview, the City of Plainview Civil Defense, is
monitored twenty-four hours a day by the police dispatcher. Whenever a

severe weather watch or warning or threatening weather is reported, the
director of public safety and head of the city's civil defense program,

Mr. John D. Ballew is notified and the Emergency operations Center (EOC) is
activated, as described in Chapter III, Preparedness Actions. On the

morning of the tornado the EOC was activated shortly after 3 a.m. CST. Sirens
notifying the residents of the tornado were sounded between 3:55 a.m. and
4:10 a.m. CST. Most of the residents were asleep at this time, but many of
them did hear the sirens and took protective actions.

Several of the Amarillo and Lubbock radio stations were on all night and can
be heard at Plainview, but no one in the tornado damage area reported listen-
ing to those stations during the early morning of the tornado.

Tornado Watch Number 118 and the redefining statement listing Hale County,
issued at 3:10 a.m. CST and all of the warnings and statements issued by

WSFO, Lubbock prior to the occurrence of the tornado at Plainview were given
immediate transmission on the West Texas NWWS. WSFO, Lubbock also distributed
the warnings on NAWAS and RAWARC. Plainview, however, is not a NAWAS Warning
Point and receives the warnings relayed to them on the police network. This
system serves only as a backup, however, since the Plainview police and EOC
have a drop on NWWS.



The NWWS line began "running open" at 4:15 a.m. CST in the Lubbock WSFO.
The trouble was quickly ascertained to be local, and the Lubbock WSFO

was taken off the circuit to permit continuing operation at all other loca-
tions. This outage had no effect on warnings, watches, forecasts, nor
statements issued prior to the Plainview Tornado but caused several later
‘releases from the Lubbock WSFO not to be transmitted on the West Texas
NWWS. The early morning local Lubbock forecast and zone forecasts prepared
by WSFO, Lubbock were sent delayed. Tornado Watch Number 119 for portions
of Northwest Texas and western Oklahoma issued at 5:05 a.m. CST, valid

5:15 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. CST, along with the areal redefining statement, was
" sent on the West Texas NWWS by WSFO, Fort Worth without delay.



NOAA WEATHER WIRE SERVICE
West Texas 30 GT 7

MND and Other Users
Effective 3-15-73

Amarillo El Paso

Amarillo Globe News KROD

KVII - TV KELP

KDJW Radio

PIONEER NATURAL GAS Hereford

S5.W, PUBLIC SERVICE KPAN

KPUR

KGNC Tv Lamesa

KZ1IP KPET

KFDA TV

KIXZ Levelland
KLVT

Bigq Spring

KBST Lubbock

Texas Electric Service Co.
KBYG

Lubbock City Hall
Pioneer Natural Geas

City of Big Springs Police Dept. KCBD
KFYO
Borger KDAV
KQTY KLLL
KBBB Lubbock Avalanche Journal
KLBK (Greyson Enterprise)
Brownfield KSEL
KKUB KLFB
City of Brownfield Civil Defenee KWGO
KEND
Childress
KCTX Muleshoe
KMmuL
Colorado City
KvmC Midland
KCRS
Dalhart
KXIT Monahans
LLIY)) —
Dimmitt Odessa :
KDHN Texas Electric Service
KOSA - TV
Dumas City of Odessa
KDDD
Pamga
Farwell KGRO
KZOL KPAN
floydada Plainview
KFLD KVOP

City of Plainview Civil Defense



Post
KPOS

Ralls
KCLR

San Angelo
KPEP

U. S. Dept of Interior
KGKL

KWLW

KCTV _

Texas Cablevision

KSJT

KTEC

Shamrock
KBYP

Slaton
KCAS

Snyder
KSNY

Seminola
KIKZ

Terminal
KMID - TV

Tulia
KTUE



WEST TEXAS SCHEDULE - NOAA WEATHER WIRE
Effective October 29, 1972

- All Circuits Tied
& N & W Circuits Tied

AM CST
- 2:30
- 2:40
- 3:25
4:10
- 4:26

- 4:30
4:40

National Weather Summary and Additional Details for the 5
South Central States
Fall Out Wind Forecast

‘Foreign Temperature and Weather Tables

Climat Summary: Amarillo, Lubbock, Midland, San Angelo,

El Paso : '

Tropical Weather Outlook (June - November)

State Forecasts: Texas and Coastal Waters (SAT, LBE, & FTWC)
Zone Forecasts: Zones 4, 12, 13, 15 (plus any combinations
necessary) (LBB)

Texas Weather Summary (HQU)

Local Forecasts in Sequence; San Angelo, Amarillo, Midland,
Lubbock

Zone Forecasts: (LBB) (FTWC will also relay Zones 24, 25, 30,
& 34)

Agricultural Chemical Application Advisory (Seasonal)

Weather Roundup (LBB and FTWC)

State Forecast: Oklahoma

State Forecasts: Kansas, Colorado, Wyoming, New Mexico

Texas Extended Outlook (FTWC, LBB and SAT)

New Mexico Zone Forecasts (FTWC)

Climat Summaries (as needed)

Texas Temperature and Precipitation Tables (FTWC)
Supplementary Temperature and Precipitation Tables (as needed)
Local Forecast: E1l Paso

Selected Cities Weather Summary
Weather Roundup (LBB and FTWC)
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8:25 Bushland Soil Temperature Report (AMA)

8:35 South Plains Temperature and Precipitation Tables (LBB)

8:45 South Plains Soil Temperature Table (Mid March - Mid May) or
Special Agricultural Reports (May - February) (LBB)

9:15 Big Bend National Park Temperature and Precipitation Tables
and River Reports (ELP)
- 9:25 National Weather Summary and Additional Details for the 5
South Central States

9:30 Monthly Climat Data (lst of month)
9:42 South Plains Agricultural Summary (Monday - Friday)
- 9:47 Temperature and Precipitation Table . . . Alaska and Canada

- 10:10 Texas Supplemental Rainfall Reports -
- 10:26 Tropical Weather Outlook (June - November)
10:40 Zone Forecasts: Zones 4, 12, 13, 15 (plus any combinations
necessary) (LBB)

- 11:10 Texas Weather Summary (FTWC)
11:15 Local Forecasts in Sequence: El Paso, San Angelo, Amarillo,
Midland, Lubbock
11:30 Zone Forecasts: (LBB) (FTWC will also relay Zones 24, 25,
30 & 34 at this time)
- 11:40 Weather Roundup and National Temperatures (LBB and FTWC)
11:45 South Plains Cotton Classing Report (Seasonal)
11:48 Amarillo Cattle Market Report

PM CST

1:25 Weather Roundup (LBB and FTWC)
- 1:30 Texas 6-Hourly Precipitation Roundup (FTWC)
1:35 Special Agricultural Report (LBB)

- 2:40 Fall Out Wind Forecast

:20 Pan American Reports

:25 National Weather Summary and Additional Details for the 5
South Central States

:30 Foreign Temperature and Weather Tables

:40 Ski Reports (Colorado Thursday and Friday) (New Mexico
Thursday) Seasonal

1
W w

|
w w

4:10 Weekly Weather and Crop Report (AUS) (Monday)
- 4:25 Weather Roundup (LBB)
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4:28 Tropical Weather Outlook (June - November)
- 4:30 State Forecasts:Texas and Coastal Waters (SAT, LBB and FTWC)
" 4:40 Zone Forecasts: Zones 4, 12, 13, 15 (plus any combinations
necessary) (LBB)

:06 Texas Weather Summary (FTWC)
:10 Local Forecasts in Sequence: San Angelo, Amarillo, Midland,
El Paso, Lubbock
5:25 Zone Forecasts: (LBB) (FTWC will also relay Zones 24, 25,
30, and 34 at this time)
- 5:37 Weather Roundup and National Temperatures (LBB, FTWC, AMA)
5:42 Climat Data (as needed)

SV, ]

& 6:10 State Forecasts: Oklahoma, Kansas, Colorado, Wyoming, New
Mexico
- 6:15 Texas Extended Outlook (FTWC, LBB, and SAT)
& 6:18 Oklahoma Extended Outlook
6:20 Zone Forecasts - New Mexico (FTWC)
6:25 Climat Data: Amarillo, Midland, San Angelo, Lubbock, El Paso
- 6:35 Texas Temperature and Precipitation Tables (FTWC)
6:40 Supplementary Temperature and Precipitation Tables (as needed)

- 7:17 Selected Cities Weather Summary

- 8:10 Temperature and Precipitation Table . . . Alaska and Canada
- 8:30 National Weather Summary and Additional Details for the 5
South Central States
8:45 Agricultural Chemical Applicator Advisory (Seasonal)

:10 Updated Zone Forecasts (if needed)

:20 Texas Weather Summary (SAT)

:28 Weather Roundup and National Temperatures (LBB, FTWC, AMA)

:35 Updated Local Forecasts (if needed): San Angelo, Amarillo,
Midland, Lubbock, El Paso ‘

|
O O O v

10:25 Supplemental Temperatures (ELP)

- 11:10 Pan American Reports

Radar Reports: Amarillo, Midland (Lubbock as needed) . . . . 50/55 Each Hour
Observations . . . . . v v v v v v v v v e « « . 55/01 Each Hour
Radar Report: San Angelo . . . . v . 4 & v v v v v . .. . . 01/06 As Needed
Radar Reports: Hondo, Fort Worth . « « « « . 06/10 Each Hour
(Except 5 AM & 5 PM)



NAWAS Warning Point Locations - Texas

Abilene
Amarillo
Austin
Beaumont
Brownsville
Bryan
Childress
Corpus Christi
Denton

Del Rio

El Paso
Fort Worth
Galveston
Harlingen
Houston
Kerrville

WSFO, Lubbock, Texas has NAWAS drops on the Texas and New Mexico circuits.

Lampasas
Laredo
Lubbock
Lufkin
Midland
Mineral Wells
Ozona

Pecos

San Angelo
San Antonio
Sherman
Sulphur Springs
Tyler
Victoria

Waco

Wichita Falls



CHAPTER Y,
USER RESPONSE

Watches and Warnings transmitted on NOAA Weather Wire by WSFO, Lubbock
led to protective action that minimized loss of life in Plainview, On
occasions, watches and warnings issued during the middle of the night
are dismissed as paper exercises. Reggense by the people of Plainview
show the error in this viewpoint. The effectiveness of the NWS Tornado
Watch and the Severe Thunderstorm Warning issued prior to the tornado
resulted from advance preparation and aggressive emergency action led
by the Plainview DCPA. )

Dr. B. F. McLuckie's report Warning - A Social Science Perspective
recently published by NWS Southern Region shows that an effective warning
system must have communication links with the public beyond the commercial
mass media. Although the local Plainview radio station came back on the
air during the warning situation, the wail of city sirens had a dominant
role in alerting the population.

Reaction by the people of Plainview to the tornado and its warning

was in the classical pattern of the disaster subculture, an accepted tenant
of sociological disaster theory originally defined by Dr. Harry Moore of the
University of Texas.

According to the theory a community is likely to develop a disaster sub-
culture if the threat of the disaster agent is fairly frequent and if

the population is relatively non transient. Both conditions are met in
Plainview. Tornado threats are not rare; they occur a number of times
each year in Plainview. Beyond the threat of occurrence, actual tornadoes
have hit the city several times, the last serious tornado occurred only
three years ago. Most Plainview citizens are long time residents of the
area and are quite aware of tornado potential.

The disaster subculture theory assumes that the particular population,
because of its familiarity with the disaster agent: a) develops civic
plans to meet the emergency and b) reacts to the emergency along pre-
conditioned protective lines.

Plainview's Emergency Operation Center is among the best anywhere., 1Its
multiple communication facilities proved effective and storm spotters

moved to their posts on signal well before the storm. Sirens were sounded

and the local radio station came back on the air after its regular closing
hour. All of this effective action by local officials is an amazing
accomplishment when it is considered that the storm occurred at 4:15 a.m. en a
Sunday morning.



D=

Most of the people in that area struck by the tornado were asleep prior
to the storm. Some were aroused by preceded wind and thunder, some

by the sirens and all in the direct path were alerted by the roar of
the funnel itself. A small percent of the population headed for storm
cellars or basements. Thfige are a relatively large number of these in
the affected area. But most of the population took shelter under heavy
furniture only a short distance from where they were when they realized
that the tornado was going to strike close to them.

Several people started to go to nearby storm cellars but did not make it,
One family reported that they started out the front door but realized

it was too late and rushed back into the house for protection. The
three year old boy that was killed was being carried by his father to a
shelter. They were running between two houses when falling bricks hit
the boy on the head. The boy and Mr. Bryant, the storm spotter, were the
only two fatalities, all of those who stayed in their homes survived.

The Tornado Watch transmitted by the Lubbock NWS office a little after

3 a.m. and the Severe Thunderstorm Warning for Hale County issued by

that office over one-half hour before the tornado allowed the Plainview
Emergency Operation Center to go into action. All of this led to a

highly successful warning situation that greatly reduced potential fatalities.




APPENDIX A,

Personnel on Duty - WSFO, Lubbock, TX

. 1. Lewis Norton, PA - GS-13
e " 2. Leo Thurmond, Leading Forecaster - GS-13

3. Kenneth Wigner, Forecaster - GS§-12
4. George W. Baggett, Met., Intern, WSS - GS-9

The above personnel were on duty during the early morning hours of
Sunday, April 15, 1973 when the tornado struck Plainview, Texas. The
PA was extra and reported far duty at 3:15 a.m. CST. Forecaster
Wigner came on duty at 2:45 a.m. CST, fifteen minutes prior to his
scheduled reporting time, Leading Forecaster Thurmond worked from
midnight to 8:00 a.m. CST. Observer Baggett worked from 11:00 p.m. to
7:00 a.m. CST. :




APPENDIX B.
Chronology of Pertinent Releases by WSFO, Lubback and Watch Releases
Saturday, April 14, 1973 (CST)

9:30 p.m. Texas Zone 6 (includes Plainview and Hale County) Forecast...
Tornado Watch until 3 a.m. for Swisher and Briscoe counties, Slight
chance of severe thunderstorms tonight...

9:50 p.m. Special Weather Statement igsued by Lubbock WSFO... An area
of moderate to locally heavy thunderstorms has developed during the
past hour from 10 miles north of Brownfield to 16 miles west-northwest
of Brownfield. This area is 5 miles wide and is moving to the north-
northwest at 20 mph. Small hail can be expected with the passage of
these storms.

10:00 p.m. Severe Thunderstorm Warning issued by WSFO, Lubbock, valid
until 11:00 p.m. CST for persons in Hockley and Lubbock counties...

A severe thunderstorm is indicated by the Lubbock Radar at 10 p.m. CST
10 miles south of Levelland and is moving to the northeast at 20 mph.
This storm will primarily affect Eastern Hockley and extreme western
Lubbock.

10:45 p.m. Severe Weather Statement and Radar Weather issued by WSFO,
Lubbock... A severe thunderstorm warning continues in effect until 7
11 p.m. CST for persons in Hockley and Lubbock counties in Texas. An
area of heavy and possibly severe thunderstorms is indicated by the
Lubbock Radar extending from Wolforth to 5 miles west-southwest of the
Lubbock Airport to 10 miles east of Sundown. These thunderstorms are
moving to east-northeast at 20 mph.

11:00 p.m. All Clear issued by WSFO, Lubbock... The severe thunder-
storm warning for Hockley and Lubbock counties in Texas issued at 10 p.m.
CST has been cancelled. The severe thunderstorms that were last reported
to the south of Levelland have weakened and are no longer a threat.
Scattered thunderstorms can be expected over the Lubbock and South Plains
area during the next few hours. At this time the Lubbock radar indicates
an area of moderate thunderstorms from Abernathy to southward across
Lubbock and westward to Smyre. This area is moving to the northeast at
20 mph.

Sunday, April 15, 1973 (CST)

2:30 aum. Severe Thunderstorm Warning issued by WSFO, Lubbock, effective
until 4 a.m. CST... for persons in Yoakum and Gaines counties in Texas.

A line of severe thunderstorms was indicated by radar 15 miles west-
northwest of Seminole, Texas at 2:20 a.m. CST. The severe thunderstorm
is moving toward the north-northeast at 25 mph.



2:50 a.m. Severe Thunderstorm Warning issued by WSFO, Lubbock, effective
until 4 a.m. CST for persons in Yoakum, Gaines, Terry, Hockley counties
in Texas. A line of severe thunderstorms was indicated by radar 10

miles south of Littlefield, Texas to 20 miles north of Seminole, Texas

at 2:50 a.m. CST. The line of thunderstorms is® moving toward the east
at 40 mph.

3:10 a.m. Tornado Watch Number 118 effective from 4 a.m. CST until 10 a.m.
CST for a large portion of western Texas... Areal outline appended by
WSFO, Fort Worth (NWWS SRC) indicated Hale County was included.

3:30 a.m. Severe Thunderstorm Warning issued by WSFO, Lubbock, effective
until 4:30 a.m. CST, for persons in Hale County of Texas. A line of
severe thunderstorms was indicated by radar from 10 miles southeast of
Littlefield to 10 miles east of Littlefield at 3:15 a.m. CST. The line
is moving toward the northeast at 30 mph..,

3:45 a.m. Severe Thunderstorm Warning issued by WSFO, Lubbock, effective
until 6 a.m. CST for persons in Lubbock County, Texas and extended for
Terry, Hockley, and Hale counties of Texas until 6 a.m. CST. A line of
thunderstorms was indicated by radar from Seagraves to 10 miles west of
Plainview at 3:30 a.m. CST. The line of thunderstorms is moving toward

the east at 10 mph though individual thunderstorms are moving northeastward
about 40 mph. A tornado watch is also in effect for a large portion of

West Texas including the above counties until 10 a.m. this Sunday morning...

4:15 a.m. Severe Weather Statement issued by WSFO, Lubbock... The line of
heavy thunderstorms at 4:10 a.m. was located from 10 miles north of Plain-
view to the western edge of Lubbock City to 10 miles north of Brownfield.
This line continues to move eastward at 15 to 20 miles an hour. Several
reports of heavy rain and small hail have been received from western
portion of Lubbock City. One report of golf ball size hail was received
from the southern edge of Lubbock.

4:35 a.m. Tornado Warning issued by WSFO, Lubbock, effective until 5:15
a.m. CST for persons in northeastern portion of Hale County. A tornado
was reported by the police in Plainview, Texas at 4:25 a.m. CST and is
moving toward the northeast...
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APPENDIX D.

' This section contains newspaper articles and photographs from the
' following newspapers.

Plainview Daily Herald, Plainview, Texas

Lubbock Avalanche-Journal, Lubbock, Texas

Amarillo Daily News, Amarillo, Texas
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” By‘DANNYANDREWS ripped roof shingles to total stneﬁwhmﬂxe~pop\daeoi’isin<v"_-
‘Comsideri demolition, An estimated 45-50 the upper middle income brack- - '
ering the” balmy, beau- . s were hit and damage es- et, still resembled homes after -

are running .as high as the - storm, . Alfred - Moyers’
our” milli g

Partly -Cloudy.
iWarmgr )

2

dollars. didn't, :

i : . o‘;‘lb?ut north of the sec- . Moyers, who lived immediate-
S - stricken  residential ares west of Westridge, had:  his -

lngtgtd. adevmtmgfoml' mdlmcmtc'rlbypnssne_igh«_ :ynﬁnmmdwdlm;

ys
to get-this ‘all cleaned

40 nights
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Some dm-age bms from
- the roadway wound up in
tbris-strewn backyard.

Donald  Lee “Terrell  in
ldge, tbeweekbrought joy

bee P:cfures
ages 2, 3

team:he.OnlyTh\mdny
8 sworn in ‘as the newest
er of ‘the Plainview school
I-He_ had just purchased a

‘mostpamnts ‘he .was
hguphlschxldrenwhen

r ‘(everyone ‘gompared
freight train) ‘for about

1ckudeaybutrtwns'
damaged..

S ‘ster hit. “There was a

jonds.The ,roof - erashed

;)

\

LY

. tornado, that was to kill Herald

sunt Losses

in and glass started flying.”
“I thought this is whnt bap-
ened to other people,”

hardest hit. “I heardﬂiemrmsa‘
and we sold out to the bue-

thewa.lls"Mts Busby la- |

their police unit was caught in
the, center of the storm.

They had been watching the
storm and were on their way
back into Plainview when the

" struck any part of the house

newsmen David ~  Bryant
and injure his wife, Rita, closed
in on them, _

“Didn’t Make It”
“We could see the light trans-
fonnempopplngltnedtohook
it up and get out of its path

& but I didn't make it,” said {
' Rogers,

“It . demolished the
right side of the unit, the win-
dows popped out and debris
mmeﬂyingln.Apieoeofpdy-
wood . smashed  through
indshield
"Idou'tﬁ:!nklpused out

but I'm not sure. The pressure
seemed to suck Al's b;eath

away,” he related.
More than a half dozen peo-

'pleintemewedmdthey or

their children likely would have
been killed had the tornado

oﬂmﬂnnwhere tbey found
shelter.
Asseem:cumnnymthmy
heartwnnnmg stories abounded. - »»j
Saved By Puppy @ &
“Our puppy probably saved _§
our lives,” sajd Mrs. Wayne.
Houlette, 1909 Jefferson, .
“My husband hadn’t - wanted *§
~him ‘but  our four ‘-

3

. ‘mhnq,"_"Mn.,




3 Ly totals contimxing to rise, City

e M l‘!h I Phatr Andicated to. city council-
in la] ing. Sunday afternoon that
; b < damage _wlll amount to} -~ " "%

.year-old -son-of Mr. and Mrs
Chris® Lewellen; ‘2013 Dallas.
Nirie' of the persons injured
were hospitalized; the - others
were treated and teleased during
“ a period when Central Plains
General Hqsp:tal ‘was operating
on emergency power after the .
storm disrupted electrical serv-
ce. ; _

" Heavily damaged by the tor-
nado which swept into a mostly

. sleeping city, were approxi-
. mately 45 homes, 25.of which

' were located in the -exclusive
. Westridge Addition, in the ex-
: treme wwtem portm of ' the

I..:ttle advnnce wnrmng of tbe
storm had been ‘given. - Pharr
said one of the first alarms was
- from' Plainview. police investigat- : S & RGeS

“ing an armed robbery incident - BR [ KEVIN LEWELLEN -
.8t a service station in : west ; o '




to | $20,000.

ditional 19 infuries.

zubhcd;wastersmcem

storm -had ‘been given. . Pharr

“gaid onie of ‘the: first alarms was ~ i
_from Plainview police investigat-

.ing an armed robbery incident
“at a service - station.in. west
“Plainview.. ‘Pharr- said the  pa-:
“-trolman rad:oed the police’.sta-

W?th all too much famil

Littlé advnnce wtmmg of the

\tormdowasutaulﬁuq i

i- |losses. -are private. The only

' public famlity receiving damag-
'|es was' the city’s Canadian Ri-

ver: water treatment plant and
Pharr estimated losses at the
plant being from $10,000 to

Injnns “to Plam\new resi-

4 Vdents were fewerdtmng this| .

year’s storm, Twenty-one were
treated for injuries compared to
29 in Plainview in 1970. And in
caused five' deaths and an ad-

\\l\&ples A\rallableT -

'Bm'illwilbeinParkhwnMa-

“mvm‘ C. BRYANT

uneral Home in charge.

Kevin was born Feb. 2, 1970.
Survivors in addition to his
parents are his grandparents,
Mr. and Mrs. A. E, Lewellen,
503 Kirchwood Drive and Mr.
andeJQLonglzuAma
rillo. .

Last rites for Mr. Bryant will
be at 2 p.m. Tuesday in First
Baptist Church with Rev. Car
los. McLeod, pastor, officiating,
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‘Citizens View Losses, Give
 Thanks For Being Spared

| (Continued From Page 1) . bathroom and lay on top of |Wheeler, was thankful his wife
~j,!.,!:".."'“- ¢ laughed. = *There was lots of scréaming | “That flying glass in her .bed-
s ™24 some dainty vasts and | oing oo Tl LCL ot room would have réally cut up
_some. he_cvy things on_thé MAR- | oxpérience,” Butler sald grimly. |my little sister” said Wheeler's
tie and the heavy things were |~ P 0 Lég Injuries son, Newt. L5
Lblown off but the dainty things . Mrs, Walter Labay, 304 En- | .Tom Hemilton, whose homé at
Fleven wdar it oo |k tencd collapsed ‘a5’ shé was |of ‘the stricken residentil area,
even-year-old Scott left the |pvins™to " set to the backyard | said he was knocked down threé
bedroom only econds bélore | sdliar, Five mémbers of - the times by the tremendous wind.
the south wall collapsed on Frank Bsss family, 2007 En.|He suffered minor cuts on the
his bed. i boy, |M% huddléd in the southwest|back. - |
|pA faithful Herald papet poy, |pedrogm, -~ - | ‘The Burl Langston home, 1901
he " agonized, “All them-f‘ Thé Jo¢ Don Hancock fami- | Jefferson, appeared to bé in' thé
pers are gone." His collection ily, 1005 Téfferson, got to spénd |direst center of the tornado's
receipts were scattered hithé? | il "houd mights I their nent |5 th in that area of town. The.
;::ty::. t:n:‘."m beet:p q:.tm :‘t. hanie which stood in rubble|hoyse was almost leveled, 4
, s bee 51 | Sunday morning. . Their - former | pickup ‘truck was fli on its
ed in First United Methodist | pome st u%m three ckgud Butler's m - whs
Church Sunday morning. - Iblocks e4st and just northwest |thrown up against the pickup
Paul Butler, surveying “his |of the heavily damaged water|from 60 yards away.
daﬂyp at 1819 Jefferson, re- treatment plant, was unharmed. " The Jay Miller home, 1808
jcalled that he awakened when Their son, Jason, had left his [Floydada, just east of th¢ hard-
his son. Boyd, wént to the Mést- | woony gbout 4n hoyr before the |est hit area ‘on Ennis, whs
| room about 4:15 a.m. “I' héard slorm. struck to gét in bed with

: o ap’ ‘bed with |struck by the flying roof frem
... {sote sirens and turned an' the his parents. “The whole wall by a house ‘at the corser of 184 -
S48 radio. KVOP was B ek, 0 R Al By A house

§

und 1 thought If they were gn at | coey. e oeec e north [aumy e

that time of the mornirg, some- west ~ bedroom, Any else! “My wife was dressing apd
thing must be wrong. Then the and we might have been killed.” |when she heard the roar: she
power went off and for -ahout|™ gaceball” Coach' Les ‘Reaves |dived into the_hallway,” Miller
two minutes when it came back (gnd several of - his players were |said. “The door slammed ‘behind
m(howlutwinat“f"c' out and about to board up win-[her just as the rool smashed
in' radio) they were saying, |dows of PHS f:cnltymcr::m i&t:‘d\e bedrqohx: “The. whole
‘Take cover.’ - "' |wha like ‘many" other residents, |thing couldn't have lasted mors

- Heard Timbers Crack wére out

«of town for the Easter [than a minute. Our ¢lock
g P &t 416 a.m.” Son, Jay,
~|suffered minor cuts on the head.

A friend managed to offér

in-cheek condolences to -
. [15-year-old Bert Wall, 1809 Jef-
second | ferson, “Well, at least you got
the.| g » _ o‘" to use the (family) car .lta_hst

bis rqof to the gales-of Hurri- night.” The new auto sat in the
T [ ;AT at. La-(front yard, roof flattened and

(Continued From .
Illla'vid Bryant did that job |
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e company spokésman noted that

MOLISHED — Twisted metal and steel debris ls left &t the
,u Truck Servlce Garage in. northwest Plainview.

2| |n|ured In Cn‘y

7 ‘-"bomes wéat ofm 77 near - the
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Frank.®e /o5 the interstate, striking

g 1y Dun_ Mut Camptny
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. | the" roof “at refr’i!entlon stor-
“|age !adlltlu owéver- one
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~|sausage and. move it directly by
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. |trucks. untjl the ‘refrigeration fa-

cilities were repaired.
Neighbo lcﬂiﬂu were
Ryder  Truck

Pre- | Rontal setvlce'-pmge. about 50
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lstored_ as _the

would be ""?‘y

yards north of the Dedn plant
was destroyed and the building
housing . Hancock Laboratories,
manufacturers of procine medi-
cal. dmsmp, was darmged se-

. Slorm's Pathy
The storm's path was. traced

MY | ith twisted metal and wooden | 5P8

- .. |clared a public disaster alﬁm;b. with
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débris across newly plowed
fields until it crossed Highway
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| Corporation  elévator to- :

PRAHTEN® | south, about:two- milés oonh ef m

.Hu city. . |
. from Pharrmdmtducwmouof

being confined to

the ‘damage
- mideaﬁal sections, he doubted | ¢

thet the storm area would be de-

dents and city tnd hrh lﬁi

dents;

City .of , Plainview
fire mcue tetml Aﬁgﬁ w{ﬂ\
help ".evuu 6 dlm
Hale County 8her - offieery’
from -su eltica amo
in to: l;elp with mﬂty meas-

ures.

One Emergency  Operation
Center worker -said ‘today ‘that
more ;than 300 volunteer work
passés were issued Sunday to
persony . vblunt“ﬁu !or
detaily in the aréas

Pharr said tty
damage . from 1970's: tornado  in-
side, the city limits totaled ap-
proximately $§1.8 million. How-
ever most of the area damaged
in the 1970 storm was mde
tbc dty limm : :

orna
mfmtm&ﬂw

A

|8 = Monday, April 16, 1973 . Plainview Daily Heral

« FOR NEWSMAN

Tragic

by vmn’ ANDREWS -
David Bryunt clmé t work

#t the Plainview Dajly .Herald
Iatutday preparéd for unérgn-

cy.

In a buket on-his pews-desk
was an  expénsivée - looking
walkié-talkié uséd by members
of the Halé County REACT unit {
of Whlcll ryant hélpcd qmui;é

in- 1668 :

 “the  weather M 'l’let
logk pmlcul-rly menacing Sat-
urday, “Bryant, like every fa-

- tive of this - ares knows, - the

weathér can: ‘changé in & mu.
rter: of mintites.
Saturday. .

| sometimes hechc day Bt thé

ﬂould in getting out Sunday’s’

:r.pused “-ynevent-

'mmeditw'em
iatohdnbe

o1 by

late sports scores,
ln t‘hme ]

mmoodaum

th this: writer that
nospomdmldmﬂumr
10 p.m. Itmllls 2l

BRYANT,_ who im

eral new sl\im lately bm
“I couldn’t even button u\y ﬁ
‘ones at.the neck et
About 12:30 Bryant drove off
for home at 2817 in

the Thundetbird edition " in - his

tem that appeared on radar as| 564
being not too severe. The US| .

'Weather Service at Amnug_j 't

Jtlways & lmy'

Tw:sfer

.'AHermafh To
A ‘Routine’ Day

(1 lnrro* ditclz into the fiek
40, logk:.for the Bryants') - ca
The patrfolman said a car w
out in the field but he dids
tell me who it was. ;
“'Hé wént to David's car &
I feund David face down on t
sround, His head was under |
|¢ s& and I thought his né
roken. 1 felt his pulse &
-was still ~alive but  uncc
scious. I held his head up so
could bréathe and started goi
through the pockets of his jur
sujt to-se¢: who he was, [ stay
with him “until the ambulan
lrﬂvéd but by that time he w

"It whs raining and dark a
real mudd{ out there. When *
% 0. the roadwny. ]

¢ was already in the pat

<. | car. I tried to talk to her to fi
{out it anyone else was ‘in’t

tar,” We were - convinced - the
wasn't. She didn't seem ta
-conscious that I was talking
her. I helped her into the 8
bulance,” Rigrson recalled,

ucx BOUNDS of Plainvié

ing on the scene

tM th time, was ut!ttinu
officer. Riley R

ogers W
lltd been injured along ‘with:{
low. officer' Al Ochoa when - {
tornado ‘struck their unit act
the road from Bryant's vehic

““She.(Rita) Bryant wande:
up in kind of & state of shix
I dked her if she was. bai
hurt and she said, ‘Just my ar

11 think.! 1 h her'in
[t S "
- Adtive in

: -1
Brwlt mtﬂmdly nlcbed 1
from & vantage -



QRORRRER 2oy prepactd tor dmergon | 2} g Who if v "
'~ Twisted metal and steel debris Iy left nt the | In & basket on his pews désk |\ B8 WER 10, Devits car o

EMOLISHED n a bagket on-his news ‘
i Garage in northwest Plainview. you M expluaivt - looking | el VIR, TaCe down o !

walkié-talkje némbasy | 870und, His héad was under |
:i'thc HP& mmg .| chést_and I thought his n¢

- . EI 2 n‘ure i n I ; 'ﬁm!h ha 4 vy . scious. I held his head up so
‘ Fikuchi T i o . , <, gh the weather did not could breathe and started goi
SR i e S iz TR loo! pqratlcuhrly menacing _l_tt_g through the pockets of his jur
TN SNram - N DA A o &,,“"-"—- t. like every na-|gujt to see who he was, [ stay
WIS er : mas 68 OmGS e of this, ares:'knows, .the |with him until the ambulan
39 Rt ‘ 2 wiliGs }foetze;‘;}nﬂ;m-h o mit: ::vu_butbymat time he w
m Page 1)° fhomes west of TH 37 'near ‘the dénts and city and’ hréd’ resi- | Seturdayi always o L AR s raining and
M vy Weays [ineersection of . FM 104, con |demts. o g T Somelimig hectio day bt g rulm?dd Mnfhe'rel {!Vahr:“u‘
' Fraik, 49, |tued in 8 northerly direction | -City of Plainview police and | Herald in getting out Sunday's | sor back (o the roadway, |
‘Frank, g5, |0 the interstate, striking Jim- |fite rpscue ‘teams joinpd with f;{;"‘“‘d“""'mﬁc was already in the pat
I Malouf, 41, |3 Dean’ Meat’ Company. Mu%mcemd prien -t | Fully. ; m,tmwnivu_omun
Juanita ~ Pgol. | Damage to. the meat compa.|help slleviate damage distress. | ¢ lout if anyone else wis in t
la; Marguerite |2 ‘2pparently was confined - to{Hale County Sheriff’s  officers | ™
bn';..- James Ris the roof and refrigeration stor- | from -surrounding cities  came|5®
"1103 Thunder. |28 facilities, However one [in to help with security meas. |
nan, 3, 9003 |COMPany spokesman noted that|ures. , ! no
; on'd 55 2000 the company still could produce | One. Emergency Operation
hiskr ‘3' 2007 | S2usage and. move it directly by | Center  worker said today that |
= B;'am:h s trucks until the refrigeration fa- |more ‘than 300 volunteer work |
i * ™ |cilities were repaired. pasiés were issued Sunday to | began
{ g | Neighboring facilities w ¢ r ¢ |persony . veluntbéring : for work |l

i

L

|harder hit, The - Ryder Truck |detalls in the aréas. '

fort, most prec (24" rock | detall Jn & |
B O okl i Rental service garage, about §0] Phary sald - :
-"gl'!“? ?"i"", yards north qf.'::.e Dedn plant |damage . from gm'.., b ﬁ

;’mr‘z'”“’ ‘t’:’ was destroyed and the‘.buifding side, the city limits totaled ap-|°

sored s the | housing. Hancogk Laboratories, | proximately’ §1.8. million. How-

: manufacturers of procine medi- | éver most of the'area dymaged

mmrﬂ! damaged se- |in tze 1w was outside | *

ere : | the. ity ti
d bei 0 Stoyms Paths o | Q :
|with twisted metal and wooden

: ‘g:i::‘:é;ci:ag.newlyiplomd
14 i1 it crossed Highway
et | COtporation alévator f0. the | P

ses Are expected to run more |
"o {than . the: last storm whichst
* | carried “that“designation. ére | Action abopt: 3110 wm,
B oparsiises ;).ere‘s\;ry few public facilities :e:reb;mmgr’sbnwnﬁ“:& g ;
: “is |damaged “by ‘this storm,” - he |Su . 8. or Serv-| tential th
peak pumping | said. by f A e ice in Lubbeck, - el m‘
his  summer, Mayor Comments *| Medina said he began ob | wife, Rita
} Mayor John Stoneham thanked |servation of the storm _area |derbird e
[“m treat: [everyone who helped and will |about 3:30 a.m. g often & Ani
| nmred su“- be helping in '_he rescue .nd re- Phll’r .i‘d it i, .mm on llldl m
| ;::,;’““g"-' storation. “T. think we. can be |that ﬂ;;emﬂn system developed |juries.
ross | justly proud of our Civil Defense |OVer southwestern - pertion | - '
50" units - of |team and to the many. Plain- |of Hale County, becoming a W“'J DON ke
 displaced |view and aren residents who re. [nado about the time K réached | Flbinvigw,
ghland  Ele- |sponded to  help, often times |Within o half-mile of Westridge. | 40 feet
Cafeteria 'was | without our having to call for| _ ~ Backup Usit -
ergency shel- [aid,” he said. “E, The
ims ' Sunday, | From damaged areas, Pharr |storm
dents  and | estimated  the tornado was ap- | West.
ed their |proximately 600 feet wide. The
Is for -storm [trail of damage went aporoxi-
matelv four and & half miles in
tvices - &’ northeasterly- course. The first
\y - volunteers [point of damage was a SWPS
field workers |transformer station about a half
ae opetations |mile south ‘of Westridge, - Last
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| Bryart s o at alty &
X 18 the ] s 8
’ :mmlmm observers .hteym'f.
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b work
Herald
hergen-

ys. desk
looking
embers
CT unit

i rganize

lid net
ng Sat-
iry na-
vs, the
4 mat-

my old

ove off
Iton in
in - his
:hevrolet‘
re - ve-

d jay,
! eitizen
tlp him
N spot:

CB n
morn-
his

) trying
lornado,
Ige Ad-
ards to
vehicle
0 yardx

Ln‘_me Day

7 ® | real muddy out there. When we

|out If anyone else ‘was in the

| wasn't. She didn't seem to be

e | low officer Al Ochqn when the

Twisfer

i

a barrow ditch into the fiéld)
to. look for the Bryants') car:
The patrolman said a car was
out in the field but he didn't
tell me who it was.

“He went to David's car and
I found David face down on the
ground, His head was under his
chést and I thought his. néck
was broken. I felt his pulse and
he was still alive hut uncon.
scious. I held his head up #0 he
could breathe and started going
through the pockets of his jump
suit to see who he was, | stayed
with him until the ambulance
arrivéd but by thnt time he was
déad.

“It was raining and dark and

got back to the roadway, his
wife. was already -in the patrol
car, I tried to talk to her to find
car. We were convinoed there
conscious that I was talking to

her. I helped her into the am-
bulance,” Rierson. recalled.

JACK BOUNDS of Mmriew.
tiso happening on the scene at
the same time, was Assisting po-
lice officer Riley Rogérs who
had been lujund ulm ‘with fel-

tornado struck their unit across
the road from Bryant's vehicle.

1y
n)xﬁ/.

——

Clhzens View Losses, Give

(Continued From Page 1) -

Houlém lnughed =

“I had some dainty vu“ and
somé_heavy things on thé man-
,tle and the heavy things weére
blown off but the dainty things

"remained,” Mrs. Houlétté mar |y,

veled,
: Eleven—yea‘r—old Scott left thé
bedroom only seconds bgfore
the south wall" collapsed on
hns bed.
A faithful Herald paper.

he agonized, “All the n
pers arg gone." His colle
receipts were scattered hltl\“
and yon. And, to top It off,
Scott was to have been confirm-
ed in First' United Methodist
Church Sunday morning,

Paul Butler,
damage at 1819 Jefferson, re-

called that hé¢ awakened when |

his son, Boyd, wént to thé rést.

room about 4:{5 a.m. “l' héard
sothe sirens and turnéd on the
radio. KVOP was broadeasting
and | thought if they were on at
that time of the mornirig, some-

thing ‘must be wrong. Then: the.
power went: off and for about|’

two minutes when it came back
on(heml&ateulngtol

in radio) they were saying,
e seond Timbers Crach

2}

My wife and 1 grabbed ﬁn‘
kids and headéd for the fromt
door. We wire going to hér

mother's across the street but 1|,

e B e
wi n
hustled the kids bock‘ to the

“She (Rita) Bryant wandered
up in kind of & state of shock.
I asked her if she was badly
hurt and she said, ‘Just my arm,
I think.’ I helped her in the:
police car,” B¢ mid,
Active in REACT since 1066, |
Bryant customarily watched the

THIS AND THAT |

(lemd From M l)

surveying - his | o

bathroom and lay on top of
of them on thé floor.

“There was lots of screaming
going on, That was & traumatic
e.tptrienca " Butler said grimly.

ul Isjuries
m m. 'f.“i’ﬁjumﬂsg'
i ed® 2,

trying to get to the blckytrd
ctllar. Five mémbers of the
Frank Bass family, 2007 En-
nis, huddiéd in the southwest

W_ I»dmm

”N”go;.ﬁl)m Hancock m-
| erson, to s

only thréé nights m.d their new
home which stood in rubble
Sunday
homs ‘at 1500 Garland, three
bloclu éqst and just northwest

the héavily dimaged water |fr

treatment plant, was unharmed.
Their son, Jason, had left his
room Mmt 4n lwt before thé

rents. “The whole wall by

méjor weather disaster, He lost
his roof to thé nlu of Hurri-
cane  Audréy in 1957 at La-
faydtte, La,
Next-door Mlthbor Tom J.

clouds hom 8 vantage point| quppE YEARS Plain.
Z&é’% + just west of Inter. vmmmtbyaw“t:m "
mym it th palied wait Lwt“m“m::; - m“
:mg :,’FMW m:am* mem mest thatdiv-
the funnél amost lmmly luly ‘m parag
It's on the. - o8 | laying 4 ‘cim cant role
g Rl g K seetng
Ct m ¢ h
head the transmiions by ot B R
veted, The e n.'y'?ﬁ'n’!myﬂ"”y

to see that it dods.
David Bryant did thit jeb
well,

y mornjng, Theéir former

struck to gét in bed with

rithan & minute. Our

| m;compmdhmm nogh-

 Tharks. For Being Spared

Wheeler, was thankful his wife
and daughter were out of town. -
“That flying glass in her bed-
room would have réally cut up
my little sister” said Wheelen
son, Newt.

:Tom: Hamilton, whon homé it
2010 Ennls, was rhht At the end

|0t ‘the stricken residential area,

said he was knocked down threé
times by the tremendous wind.
He suffered minor cuts on the
back,:

The Burl Langston home, 1901
Jefferson, appeared to bé in thé
direct center of the tornado's
path in that area.of town. Theé.
hoyse was almost leveled, &
pi truck was flj on its

c'm':ml Butler's m whs
thmm up against the pickup
rom 60 yards away.

“The g. y Miller home 1808

a, Just east d th' hlfd‘
m an ‘on’ Ennis, wihs
struck by the flying roof frém
a house at the corner of 18th
and Floydada, about 100 yards
away.

My wife was dmsm apd

.‘__-vmend\eheardthe roar -she

“The whole
thing couldn’t have lasted moré
clock
mped at 4:16 a.m.” Son, Jay,
ered minor cuts on the Kead.
A friend managéd to offer
tongue-in-cheek condolences to-
15-year-old Bert Wall, 1809 Jef-
fersan, “Well, at least you got
to use the (family) car last
night.” The new auto sat in the
front yard, roof flattened and
windows smashed. Wall’s broth-
er, Clint, said he pulled the
covers over his head when  he
awoke and heard the rodr.
“Then 1 tried to find some shoes
dfter it was all over,” he¢ said.
" Noted Erratic Nolee
" Jnck Ogwald, 1804 ‘
s4id h¢ was awhkéned by m
me fdise of the air eondi-
¢ Dlowsr. He crouched in o
cléwét “during the étérm. . Ris
home suffered only minér dam-




faho .,: M‘hon in Wuhln;ton th -mom‘ T

| I elatance, {contln
able to eontact Phlnview tmul '

y | office would gi 3
Plaine | #ry 7 give: ,quinvicw v

John McDonoug-h “"ho CCUed AR
cle. {‘mm &t €am,

ing and was assuredthat

'0!

many who' §

}any Crews Res*l'ore‘
»-if§p‘l'ed By Tornado

. Service
| custome
© without

b follow-
about
fany had

men
n; cus-

re. dam-
t they
le. .

Ixténsive
m  Pub-
msys
DO?l?pl.ny
ismission
a line
B West
lhat line

I Sunday

nut back

trict - manager, “und they
brought with them.tws emer
gency generators. One of the
generators was used Sunday
and will- be used a little while
todty to: provide electric sérv-
ice. for the water pumping . xys
tem in Westridge.”

. Service to Central Plltnl
General Hospital was dam-
aged, both the primary and al-
ternate services of power, ~but
seérvice was restored early Sun-
day morning. City water and
séwer services were not affect-
ted. -

 Southwestérn Publlc Service
Co. crews today were working | :
primarily  in -the Westridge
Area. The company lost a line

' Fing:
"wl\ou job it“m‘vwm”

workin; on §:
{per;- Dayid lud hll
were .among’ "tornado:

|farm field three a.y. after she |
Lake-{s
wood - store. whete ' she - worked |,

disappeared from  the -

nights. Police say she had been
raped, strangled and shot. ¢

McCrary  and “Taylor “have|
also been charged with murdeér
in Nevada in ¢onnection’ with
the death of a teén-dge - Sti!
Lake City, Utah girl. -

In questioning  prospective fu-
rors so far, defense atto
have concenrated on’the -extent
of their pretrini knowledge of
the case and their: ability -to
keep evidence admitted against
one'  defendant separate from
their consideration of evndenoe
against. the other, . ... :

. Last Friday - defense nttor
neys lost a motion to have .the
trials -of the two :men sepas

from thg ‘Westridge Sub-Station

rated.

Qnmh

He was a member of Hale
County REACT, &: storm. spot.’
ting agency for Plainview  Civil
Defénse, and was o past presic
_|dent of the group, Bryant was

when his . velucle vm
struck by the tornado. .-
Bryant was married to the
former - Rita Faith - Queéener
of Pe Dec. - 19, 1065,
mdea"yx"zm Lexington. - M
In addition to. his. widow, Bry
ant.is. survived bv his’ ‘patents,

Mr,  and - Mrs.- Aubrey- Bryant,
1808 - W, - 18th, one - brother,
“i-{ Jamés Bryant Amirmo. one
. - | vister, . Mts, -John _ Coe.. St. -

|
rﬂ"ﬂl 'm

Py
By 7 am. help was amvmg

‘were

t-from all ‘directioris from friends
i anid“a- dozen ‘or more ngeﬂem

| Insurance - adjustors
b mmwlurnvthedlme
7| Donaid ‘Lee ‘Terrell ‘windered .
ﬂwugh ‘what' remained ‘of - his'{ -
Fina | Tour - bedroom home ln Vlect-'s;

out’:

TeWel, ot get by, he said,

'I‘hatwastheorderofthedny 5

d:dn't havo any- problm, linec

it is our good :forfune that most

of our equlpment i undor-

ground. 0

Mills said immedmte!y ‘after.
the storm, Pioneer employes be-

gin chocking the. .

areas;: shitting off “gas llnu‘j@'

“We were back. by the middle

of the (Sunday)  morjng, run- '

ning smoothly.”* -

“However, Mills-said,“*If ‘any-
one feels they need to- have

thexr gas. checked for any rea-

son,  be sure to CI“ the locaI' :

oﬂ'ce"‘

The Plulmiﬂv Dclly Htrdl

milul
doy.and )- end
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unday
vxew out ascertalnlng the.

and businesses from a tor-
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